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next day at a place called Le Bar, the King requested
the Legates to absolve his chaplains without any oath:
on their refusal, the King mounted his horse, and swore
that he would never listen to the Pope or any one else
concerning the restoration of Becket. The prelates
interceded; the Legates partially gave way. The King
dismounted and renewed the conference. At length he
consented to the return of Becket and all the exiles.
He seemed delighted at this, and treated of other affairs.
He returned again to the Legates, and demanded that
they, or one of them, or at least some one commissioned
by them, should cross over to England to absolve all who
had been excommunicated by the Primate. Gratiau
refused this with inflexible obstinacy. The King was
again furious: " I care not an egg for you and your ex-
communications." He again mounted his horse, but at
the earnest supplication of the prelates he returned once
more. He demanded that they should write to the Pope
to announce his pacific offers. The bishops explained to
the King that the Legates had at last produced a positive
mandate of the Pope, enjoining their absolute obedience
to his Legates. The King replied, " I know that they
will lay my realm under an interdict, but cannot I, who
can take the strongest castle in a day, seize any eccle-
siastic who shall presume to utter such an interdict?"
Some concessions allayed his wrath, and he returned to
his offers of reconciliation. Geoffry Kidel and Nigel
Sackville were absolved on the condition of declaring,
with their hands on the Gospels, that they would obey
the commands of the Legates. The King still pressing
the visit of one of the Legates to England, Vivian con-
sented to take the journey, The bishops were ordered
to draw up the treaty; but the King insisted on a
clause, "Saving the honour of his Crown.'* They